What happened to the lost tribes of Israel?

Answer: There are many mysteries, legends, and traditions as to what happened to the 10 lost tribes of the Northern Kingdom. The truth is that the tribes were never lost.

2 Chronicles 15:9 records people from Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon settling in Judah during the days of King Asa (around 912 B.C.)– probably because they saw no good coming from the kings of the northern kingdom.  

2 Chr. 30 records how King Hezekiah around 725 B.C. sent messengers from Dan to Beersheba proclaiming that all should keep the Passover at Jerusalem and how many laughed at them but some from Ephraim, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and came to Jerusalem.

After the Assyrian capture of Samaria around 721 B.C. most of the people of the Northern Kingdom were deported to ancient Assyria (2 Kings 17:6), but it is likely that many people of the northern ten tribes fled to Judah to escape the Assyrians, and even more fled to the safety of Judah after the Assyrians had ransacked Israel.  Some people say that that some of the deported Israelites immigrated to Europe, even England.  This is possible, but unlikely.  Why go so far away?  

In addition, some seem to have remained in the land, for 2 Chronicles 34:6-9 indicates that around 623 B.C. (approximately 100 years after the capture of Samaria) many of those who remained in the land showed their unity with Judah in the south by contributing to repair work on the temple under Josiah’s reign.  2 Chronicles 35:18 then records people from Israel celebrating the Passover with Judah under the reign of Josiah. 

In 612 B.C. Assyria was conquered by Babylon, who then went on to conquer and deport the two remaining tribes of the Southern Kingdom, Judah and Benjamin from 605 to 586 B.C. (2 Kings 25:21).  It is likely that when Judah was deported by the Babylonians, some of them would have sought out the Israelites in Assyria (very near Babylon) and rejoined with them. 

In 539 B.C. when King Cyrus allowed the Israelites to return to Israel (Ezra chapter 1), many from the northern ten tribes and southern two tribes returned to Israel (Ezra chapter 2).  In the returns to Israel recorded in Ezra and Nehemiah, the Scriptures nowhere limit the returnees as being entirely from the tribe of Judah.


In the New Testament, the prophetess Anna (Luke 2:36) was from the tribe of Asher (one of the 10 supposed lost tribes). In Jesus’ day, Israel was a mix of those from the former Northern and Southern Kingdoms.

In the end times, God will call out witnesses from each of the 12 tribes (Revelation 7:4-8). 
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