Introduction to Leviticus and Numbers

What is Leviticus?

· Taken it’s name from the priestly tribe of Levi

Background
· Shows how God’s people fulfill their priestly calling

· Led out of slavery and into the sanctuary of God

· Israel must move from salvation to service:

· Israel must move from deliverance to dedication

· It talks about animal sacrifice for the atonement of the people’s sin

· It also talks about series of strict laws to govern all aspects of daily life, worship and service  

Leviticus Outline

· Lev. 1 – 3  – Sweet Savor Sacrifices
· Burnt Offering

· Grain Offering

· Fellowship Offering

· Lev. 4 - 7  – Non-sweet Savor Sacrifices
· Sin Offering

· Guilt offering

· Lev. 8 - 10  – Priestly Roles in the Sacrifices
· Lev. 11 - 15  – Personal Purity for God’s People
· Clean and Unclean Food

· Purification After Childbirth

· Regulations And Cleansing From Infectious Skin Diseases

· Regulations and Cleansing From Mildew

· Discharges Causing Uncleaness

· Lev. 16 - 17  – Instructions For The Altar
· Day Of Atonement

· Eating Blood Forbidden

· Lev. 18 - 20  – Holiness For The Individual
· Unlawful Sexual Relations

· Various lawa

· Punishments For Sins

· Lev. 21 - 23  – Holy Priests And Yearly Feasts
· Rules For Priests

· Seasons and Festivals

· The High Sabbath

· The Passover and Unleavened Bread

· Firstfruits

· Feasts Of Weeks

· Feasts Of Trumpets

· Day Of Atonement

· Feast Of Tabernacles

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

Numbers

Numbers
· Named for the two numberings of the nation
Background
· Chronicle of Israel’s 40 years in the wilderness wandering between Mount Sinai and Moab
· The book begins in the second year after the people left Egypt
· It ends as the new generation prepares to cross the Jordan River and occupy the Promised land
· It tells the lives of the men of God such as Moses, Caleb, Joshua.

· It teaches that while God’s discipline may sometimes be severe, He patiently waits to reward those who obey His word
Outline
· Num. 1 - 4  – Counting and Camping
· Numbering Of People

· Counting the Nation

· Arranging the Camp

· Numbering Of Priests

· Arranging the Levites

· Assigning the Levites

· Num. 5 - 8  – Cleansing the People
· Clean Morals

· The Nazirite

· Consecrated Offerings

· Setting Apart of the Levites

· Num. 9 - 12  – The People Complaining
· The Pillar of Cloud

· A Call To March

· The People Complain

· The Provisions Of God

· Miriam and Aaron Oppose Moses

· Num. 13 - 16  – Spying Out The Land
· A Divided Report

· The People Rebel and the Deadly Result

· Korah and Many Leader Rebel Against Moses

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

· Lev. 24 - 27  – Holiness In The Promised Land
· Provision For The Sanctuary

· Protection For The Land

· The Sabbath Year

· The Year Of Jubilee

· Reward For Obedience

· Punishment For Disobedience

· Vows and Tithes

· Numbers 1 – 4 
· Both promise curses for disobedience

Blessings and curses

· “See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a curse - the blessing if you obey the
   commands of the LORD your God … the curse if you disobey.”  - Deut. 11:26-28 NIV
· “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock.  But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” – Mt. 7:24-27 NIV
Eternal importance of obeying God’s commands

· Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter: Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil. - Ecclesiastes 12:13,14 NIV

What commands to obey

· O.T. saints: O.T. commands

· Timeless moral commands

· Commands given through special revelation

· “For most certainly, I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not even one smallest letter or one tiny pen stroke shall in any way pass away from the law, until all things are accomplished.”  - Mt. 5:18

· This means that 100% of the O.T. law was expected to be obeyed until Jesus accomplished His work on the cross.

What commands to obey

· N.T. saints: N.T. commands

· Timeless moral commands (mentioned in both the O.T. & N.T)

· Other revealed commands (unique to the N.T., but given by Jesus and the apostles)

· Exclude obsolete O.T. commands (those not repeated in the N.T., like circumcision, animal sacrifices, visiting Jerusalem three times each year, not working on Saturdays, etc.)

· When there is a change of the priesthood, there must also be a change of the law. - Heb. 7:12 NIV

Benefit of the O.T. today

· These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, ... So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!  - 1 Cor. 10:11,12 NIV

· Therefore consider the goodness and severity of God: on those who fell, severity; but toward you, goodness, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise you also will be cut off. - Rom. 11:22 NKJV
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