Overview of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther

	Ezra 1-6
	Esther
	Ezra 7-10
	13 year gap
	Nehemiah

	Restoration under Zerubbabel
	58 year gap
	Reformation under Ezra
	
	Reconstruction under Nehemiah

	538-515 B.C.
	
	457 B.C.
	
	444-425 B.C

	Temple
	
	People
	
	Walls

	Prophets: 
Haggai & Zechariah
	
	–
	
	Prophet: 
Malachi

	1st return 
(about 50,000 or 2%)
	
	2nd return
(about 2,000)
	
	3rd return


Persian Kings in the Three Books

	Ezra 1-6
	559-530 B.C.
	Cyrus “the Great”

	
	530-522 B.C.
	Cambyses (also called Artaxerxes
                   or Ahasuerus)

	
	522        B.C.
	Smerdis (not mentioned)

	
	521-486 B.C.
	Darius I “the Great”

	Esther
	486-464 B.C.
	Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes)
                  (Esther’s husband)

	Ezra 7-10 & Nehemiah
	464-423 B.C.
	Artaxerxes I (Esther’s stepson, Ezra’s 
                      supporter & Nehemiah’s boss)

	
	423-404 B.C.
	Darius II (briefly mentioned in Neh.12:22)


Key People in the 3 Books

	Place
	Years
	Good Guys
	Bad Guys

	Jerusalem
	538-515 B.C.
	Joshua & Zerubbabel
	Samaritans

	Shushan
(or Susa), Persia
	483-473 B.C.
	Mordecai, Esther, Ahasuerus
	Haman

	Jerusalem
	457-425 B.C.
	Ezra & Nehemiah
	Sanballet & Tobiah



Overview of Ezra, Nehemiah and Esther

	Ezra 1-6
	Esther
	Ezra 7-10
	13 year gap
	Nehemiah

	Restoration under Zerubbabel
	58 year gap
	Reformation under Ezra
	
	Reconstruction under Nehemiah

	538-515 B.C.
	
	457 B.C.
	
	444-425 B.C

	Temple
	
	People
	
	Walls

	Prophets: 
Haggai & Zechariah
	
	–
	
	Prophet: 
Malachi

	1st return 
(about 50,000 or 2%)
	
	2nd return
(about 2,000)
	
	3rd return


Persian Kings in the Three Books

	Ezra 1-6
	559-530 B.C.
	Cyrus “the Great”

	
	530-522 B.C.
	Cambyses (also called Artaxerxes
                   or Ahasuerus)

	
	522        B.C.
	Smerdis (not mentioned)

	
	521-486 B.C.
	Darius I “the Great”

	Esther
	486-464 B.C.
	Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes)
                  (Esther’s husband)

	Ezra 7-10 & Nehemiah
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                      supporter & Nehemiah’s boss)

	
	423-404 B.C.
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Key People in the 3 Books

	Place
	Years
	Good Guys
	Bad Guys

	Jerusalem
	538-515 B.C.
	Joshua & Zerubbabel
	Samaritans

	Shushan
(or Susa), Persia
	483-473 B.C.
	Mordecai, Esther, Ahasuerus
	Haman

	Jerusalem
	457-425 B.C.
	Ezra & Nehemiah
	Sanballet & Tobiah


Captivity & Exile

	721
	King Hoshea of Assyria captured Samaria, the capital of the Northern Kingdom, and carried Israelis away to Assyria.

	704
	King Sennacherib of Assyria captured many walled cities of Judah and probably carried thousands of Jews away to Assyria

	612
	The Babylonians destroyed Nineveh, the Assyrian capital, and thus became the new world superpower.

	605
	King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon captured Jerusalem and deported some good-looking and intelligent young Jewish men to Babylon, including some of the king’s descendents and some of the nobles.  Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah were among them.

	598
	2nd deportation to Babylon (3,023 captives)

	597
	3rd deportation to Babylon (10,000 captives, probably including Ezekiel); only the poorest people were left in the land

	588
	4th deportation to Babylon (832 captives)

	586
	Babylon plundered and destroyed Jerusalem, including the temple and walls; 5th deportation to Babylon (the remnant of the multitude); only the poor of the land were left; they fled to Egypt with Jeremiah after Ishmael killed Gedaliah

	582
	6th deportation to Babylon (745 captives)


Return, Restoration and Preservation

	539
	The Persians and the Medes, under the leadership of Cyrus the Great captured Babylon.  Persia became the new world superpower.  

	538
	Cyrus challenged all God’s people (Jews and Israelis) to return to Jerusalem and build a 2nd temple for God.

	536
	First group (49,897) returned from captivity under Zerubbabel.  They restored the altar and worship.

	535
	Builders laid foundation of the 2nd temple

	529
	Cyrus died and his son Artaxerxes (also called Cambyses or Ahasuerus) took over.  The Samaritans wrote a slanderous letter to Artaxerxes, who stopped the work.

	522
	Artaxerxes died, and Darius the Great began to reign as king of Persia.

	521
	Darius discovered the decree of Cyrus, so he re-issued the challenge to rebuild the 2nd temple, and work resumed

	517
	Temple construction completed

	516
	Temple dedicated & Passover celebrated

	485
	Darius the Great died, and his son, Ahasuerus (also called Xerxes) 
began to reign as king of Persia

	473
	Esther was made Queen of Persia

	458
	Second group returned to Jerusalem.  Synagogues & Scribes founded

	445
	Nehemiah led a 3rd group to return to Jerusalem

	444
	Nehemiah led the construction of the walls of Jerusalem (miraculous 52 days)

	433
	Nehemiah returned and instituted reforms
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